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When the young, old met at
Oxbridge lecture

Editor, Education, TAYO LEWIS and MOYOSORE SOLARIN
attended the first distinguished lecture of the Oxbridge Tu-
torial College held at the Sheraton Hotel, L
week Wednesday. Their report: 2

HE atmosphere in the hall
where the event held at the
Sheraton Hotel was just right.
The audience was a mix of the
old, the young and the very young. The
event was at the first distinguished lec-
ture marking the 20th anniversary cel-
cbration of Oxbridge Tutorial College,
which was held in Lagos on Wednesday,
December 18, 2013.

Erudite professor of public adminis-
tration and a former staff at the World
Bank and United Nations, Professor La-
dipo Adamolekun, set the tone for the
discuss in his position as Chair of the
event. He said it was high time teachers
started answering for failures of their
students in terminal examinations such
as the Senior Sccondary School Exami-
nations of West African Examinations
Council and the National Examinations
Council. In his words, “The objective
measure of student achievement should
be the preponderant criterion in teacher
evaluation. This is the growing trend
in the United States and other western
world where teachers are held account-
able for students’ performance” adding
that “This should involve the adop-
tion and appropriate adaptation of this
emerging trend for state governments
that want to improve the quality of edu-
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: cation.”

Guest speaker at the event, Dr Doyin
Salami of the Lagos Business School
noted in his intellectually stimulating
treatise that education remained the
panacea for reducing the growing crime
rate in Nigeria to its barest minimum
opining that as it was lack of employ-
ment that more often than not pushed
people into crime.

Dr Salami said higher education could
lead to economic growth and “it is be-
lieved that the more educated the mem-
bers of a society are, the lesser the rate
of crimes.”
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One of the stu-
dents wanted to
know what could
be done so the
teachers could
catch up with
students’ knowl-
edge of Informa-
tion Technology
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He noted that getting education was
not all about being eventually employed
by established organisations but: that it
was meant to enlighten and broaden the
minds of citizens such that they could cre-
ate employment for themselves through
various entrepreneurship set ups.

He added that when an individual was
well educated, it had immense benefits
on the society, as they were enlightened
and informed which in turn increases
the productivity of the nation and qual-
ity of life of citizens.

He also noted that tertiary education
could also help a nation keep up with its
counterparts in the world which were
well developed economically, charging
the government on the need to improve
that aspect of Nigerian education: sys-
tem.
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Also speaking on the occasion, the La-
gos State Commissioner for Education,
Mrs Olayinka Oladunjoye, who was the
Chief Host on the occasion, charged
the pupils present on the need to work
and make good grades, as they had all
the necessary facilities, such as internet,
Ipads etc that would ease learning for
them unlike those of her own genera-
tion. She also congratulated the college
on its anniversary celebration, assuring
of the Lagos State government's contin-
ued support for it in years to come.

The lecture was not done until the stu-
dents, old students and members of the
public who thronged the hall had taken
time to not only add their comments but

also ask questions on some of
retical basis of the lecture andt:: tt)‘tll:(e’;
education issues. One of the students
wanted to know what could be done so
the teachers could catch up with stu-
dents’ knowledge of the Informaiton
'I:echnology world while former Nige-
rian Ambassador to The Netherlands
Dr Tokunbo Awolowo-Dosunmuy chal’
lenged the notion that the only wa t-
access qualitative education was viaytho
private sector. Mrs Nike Adamolek "
an educationist challenged youths t ulx;é
up anq doing, accusing most of th .
boi;llg 1}l:tellectually lazy oot
‘All who attende ; '
it wasa woi‘thwligg:mwem goreed that
sion. ¢
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